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Wisªawa Szymborska (1923�2012)

• Her work spanned the years 1945-2012
• about 350 poems
• translated into 40 languages
• Nobel Prize in 1996
• philosophical topics, close to essay (Cz. Miªosz)
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Wisªawa Szymborska, Discovery. Analysis

• �I believe� (�Wierz¦�) → Apostles' Creed (�Credo�)

• retardation and suspense

• poetics of thriller: close-ups

• the domain of natural sciences (ray?)
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Wisªawa Szymborska, Discovery. Contexts

• Artur Sandauer: negative poetics of Szymborska

• Jan Prokop: non-existing worlds (Stéphane Mallarmé, Bolesªaw
Le±mian)

• Wojciech Lig¦za: �This world combines existence and
non-existence�

• logical impossibility of knowledge about facts nobody knows
about
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Wisªawa Szymborska, Discovery. Interpretation

• Prokop's interpretation: the fear of nuclear war

• facts: Stanisªaw Ulam, Robert Oppenheimer, Richard Feynman
etc

• Christopher Nolan's �Oppenheimer� (2023)
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Semmelweis Relfex

• Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis (1818-1865)

• an early pioneer of antiseptics

• the discoverer of the causes of obstetric fever (puerperal fever)
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Semmelweis's Announcement

�As of today. May 15, 1847, every doctor or student

who comes from the dissecting room is required, before

entering the maternity wards, to wash his hands thoroughly

in a basin of chlorine water which is being placed at the

entrance. This order applies to all, without exception. I. P.

Semmelweis�1

1Thorwald 1957
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Semmelweis Relfex, in: Webster's Galactic Dictionary, 23rd
Edition

�Mob behavior found among primates and larval ho-

minids on undeveloped planets, in which a discovery of

important scienti�c fact is punished rather than re-

warded. Named after Dr. Ignaz Semmelweis, pre-Migration

Earth physician who discovered the cause of puerperal fe-

ver, a now-obsolete disease which, in Semmelweis's primi-

tive era, yearly killed a vast number of women in childbirth.

Semmelweis was �red from his hospital, expelled from his

medical society, denounced and ridiculed widely, reduced to

abject poverty and �nally died in a madhouse. The Sem-

melweis Re�ex is ubiquitous among larval Euclidean civili-

zations and visitors to primitive planets should take at least

one semester of mammalian psychology in advance to avoid

any accidental o�ense to local superstition.�2

2Timothy Leary, �The Game of Life�, 1979
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Discovery and Politics

�(...) It is therefore probable that Africa was formerly

inhabited by extinct apes closely allied to the gorilla and

chimpanzee; and as these two species are now man's ne-

arest allies, it is somewhat more probable that our early

progenitors lived on the African continent than elsewhere�3

• Richard Leakey: �The Dark Continent was not viewed as a �t
place for the origin of so noble a creature as Homo sapiens�
(1994)

• Raymond Dart, South Africa: fossils (1924)

• Robert Ardrey, �African Genesis�: �Not in innocence, and not
in Asia, was mankind born� (1961)

3Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man, 1874
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Science and Discovery

Thomas Samuel Kuhn, �The Structure of Scienti�c Revolutions�
(1962)

• The goal of science is not to make new, surprising discoveries

• The goal of normal science is to specify and organize the
knowledge acquired within the paradigm
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Paradigms and Discovery

�Almost always the men who achieve these fundamental

inventions of a new paradigm have been either very young

or very new to the �eld whose paradigm they change.�4

• Einstein didn't accept quantum mechanics (�God does not play
dice with the universe�)

4Kuhn 1961
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Unwanted Historical Discoveries

• unwanted discoveries in historical research: genocides, wars,
occupation, population expulsions and refugees, pogroms,
rapes, colonization

• Przemysªaw Czapli«ski: genocide is a �backward catastrophe�

• James Joyce, Ulysses: �History, Stephen said, is a nightmare
from which I am trying to awake.�

• Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte: �The
tradition of all the dead generations weighs like a nightmare on
the brain of the living�
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Matilda e�ect

• St. Matthew rule: the rich get richer and the poor get poorer
(Mt 25:29)

• Matilda e�ect: achievements of female scientists are attributed
to their male colleagues5

• reverse Matilda e�ect: achievements made by women are
considered less prestigious than those made by men6

5Rossiter 1993
6Tomala 2024
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Mileva Mari¢ and Albert Einstein

• marriage: 1903-1919, three kids

• 1905: Annus mirabilis

• conf. Maria Skªodowska-Curie and Pierre Curie

• Marie Benedict, The Other Einstein, 2016: alternative version
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Paul Feyerabend (1924-1994)

• Paul Feyerabend is sceptic about scientists: �Should we allow
such barbarians to direct our lives, manipulate our feelings and
determine our actions?� (1991)

• the context of discovery = the context of justi�cation
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Gabriela Zapolska (1957-1921)

Gabriela Zapolska

• �O czym si¦ nie mówi� (�What you don't talk about�, 1909)
and �O czym si¦ nawet my±le¢ nie chce� (�What you don't
even want to think about�, 1914)

• the problem of marriage, sexual harassment, and prostitution

• Leon Festinger: congnitive dissonance

�we try to have only such registered servants. Just think

� barracks, lots of soldiers. No girl can stand before them.

Fear and terror of misfortune and plague.�7

7Zapolska 1914
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Knowledge in Genesis

Yahweh

• �you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die� (Gen 2, 16)

• �The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and
evil.� (Gen 3, 21)

22 / 24



Works Cited

• Robert Ardrey, African Genesis: A Personal Investigation into the Animal
Origins and Nature of Man, Collins: London 1961.

• Estelle Asmodelle, The collaboration of Mileva Maric and Albert Einstein,
�Asian Journal of Physics� Vol 24, No 4 (2015) March.

• Marie Benedict, The Other Einstein, Sourcebooks Landmark, Naperville,
Illinois 2016.

• Przemysªaw Czapli«ski, Katastrofa wsteczna, �Pozna«skie Studia
Polonistyczne. Seria Literacka� 2015 (25).

• Charles Darwin, The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex,
Volume 1, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge 2009.

• Leon Festinger, A Theory of Cognitive Dissonance, Stanford University
Press: Stanford, California 1968.

• Paul Feyerabend, Dialogi o wiedzy, przeª. Justyna Nowotniak, Aletheia:
Warszawa 1999.

• James Joyce, Ulysses, Penguin Books: London 2000.

• Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of Scienti�c Revolutions, The University
of Chicago Press: Chicago and London 1996.

• Richard Leakey, The Origin of Humankind, Basic Books: New York 1994.

• Timothy Leary, The game of life, New Falcon Publications: Phoenix 1979.
23 / 24



Works Cited

• Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, no transl.
name, Progress Publishers: Moscow 1972.

• Czesªaw Miªosz, Poezja jako ±wiadomo±¢, w: Rado±¢ czytania
Szymborskiej, ed. Stanisªaw Balbus, Dorota Wojda, Znak: Kraków 1996.

• Jan Prokop, Wisªawa Szymborska �Odkrycie� w: Liryka polska.
Interpretacje, ed. Jan Prokop, Jerzy Sªawi«ski, Kraków 1971.

• Margaret W. Rossiter, The Matthew/Matilda E�ect in Science, �Social
Studies of Science� (23), 1993.

• Wisªawa Szymborska, Discovery, in: idem, Poems. New and Collected
1957-1997, transl. Stanisªaw Bara«czak, Clare Cavanagh, A Haverst Book
Harcourt Inc. Orlando 2000.

• Wisªawa Szymborska, Odkrycie, in: idem, Wszelki wypadek, Czytelnik:
Warszawa 1972.

• Jurgen Thorwald, The Century of the Surgeon (With 66 illustrations),
Thames and Hudson: London 1957.

• Ludwika Tomala, Odwrotny efekt Matyldy: nowa odsªona uprzedze« o
kobietach w nauce, �Nauka w Polsce� 24.06.2024,
https://naukawpolsce.pl/aktualnosci/news

• Gabriela Zapolska, O czym si¦ nawet my±le¢ nie chce, Kraków 2004.

24 / 24


	Wisława Szymborska and Discovery
	Semmelweis Relfex
	Discovery in Science
	What don’t we want to know? 

